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“What God Bless Me”: Mencius' Thought of Natural Law
Hsu, Hui-Chi*

Abstract

"Natural Law" is not a specific legal provision but a "norm"; it is the upper law of all
orders, such as ethics, customs, and political systems. In the past, Mencius’ thought has
seldom been explored from a “normative” perspective. Therefore, this article uses Mozi as a
reference to discuss the characteristics of Mencius’s natural law thought in three aspects:
First, as far as the source of natural law is concerned: Mencius believed that the essence of
everything, including human beings, inherits the "inherent characterization" of "heaven,"
which is similar to but not identical with the "theory of Natur der Sache " in Western
jurisprudence. Compared with Mozi, who placed "man™ under "heaven,"” Mencius raised
"man" to the supreme position of "heaven." Second, regarding the attributes of natural law:
Compared with Mozi's “explaining Ren with Yi,” Mencius' “
self-disciplined natural law. Third, regarding the practice of natural law at the political
aspect: Unlike Mozi's "upholding the same" proposition, Mencius used natural law to imbue
people's hearts. Hence, people have a high degree of freedom to judge the legitimacy of the
regime, thus deriving a natural law similar to the Western concept of the "right to resist."
Finally, this article puts Mencius's "transcendent™ and "inner" natural law characteristics in
the context of the development of Western natural law, highlighting its significance of the
times: using "heaven" to prove moral value and avoiding Hume's Law Difficulties That
"sein" and "sollen" difficult to Equal. The legitimacy of "conscientious disobedience" is
affirmed based on the understanding of the way of heaven in the human heart, and the
arbitrariness of the Western church's exclusive right to interpret God is avoided. However,
the objective law of "heaven" is used to prevent "public opinion™ from becoming "populist.”

returning Yi to Ren” is a

Keywords: Mencius, Natural Law, the relationship between heaven and man

* Assistant Professor, Center for General Education,National ILan University.
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On Han Feizi’s Political 1deology of
Enlightened Self-Interest

Lee, Ting-Wei"

Abstract

Han Feizi’s thinking method is imbued with a positive spirit, which involves observing
society and how it is ordered, analyzing human tendencies to seek benefits and prevent
damage, and, by extension, developing a political ideology of enlightened self-interest.
Under this premise, Han Feizi’s position on the ethical spectrum, which is enlightened
self-interest, does not dissolve the moral requirement for the king. In other words, The Han
Feizi bases its theory on enlightened self-interest and then constructs its political ideology.
Therefore, our understanding of the Han Feizi has various possible interpretations.

Keywords: Han Feizi, Legalist school, Positive spirit, Seeking benefits and preventing
damage, Enlightened self-interest

* Doctoral student, Graduate Institute of Philosophy National Central University.
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The Beginning Formulas of B-Type
Buddhist Inscriptions in the Northern
Dynasties and its Relationship with the

Buddhism-Metaphysic Thought of Wei Jin
Southern and Northern Dynasties

Fan, Le-Tao"

Abstract

Among the Southern and Northern Dynasties Buddhist inscriptions of statues, temples,
towers, and writing scriptures, typical words like “The great Tao is empty and silent. But
unless the words or images, the reality cannot be revealed” were frequently shown in the
beginning. This paper selected more than forty typical articles which expounded those ideas
directly. These formulas made use of the Substance-Function and Words-Meaning
Discrimination (“= & 2 #%”), united them to the stories of Buddha, to directly interpret the
rationality for their behavior of building statues and writing scriptures. This formula
combined Metaphysics (“222”) and Buddhism from eminent monks like Seng Zhao. At
before and after, these topics and expressions were often seen in many Buddhist inscriptions
and disputes, Taoist inscriptions, and even in Sui, Tang, and Five Dynasties. It became a
fixed excuse. This is an aspect of the phenomenon of literati Buddhism infecting folk
Buddhism.

In Wei, Jin, Southern, and Northern Dynasties, Mahayana Buddhism's ideas of Two
Truths (“twi-satyas”) and Convenient Enlightenment (“Upaya”) were combined with
Words-Meaning Discrimination of Metaphysics. Hence Metaphysics jumped out from the
traditional frames, like “fundamental is more important than incidental,” “forget the images
after getting the meaning,” and stepped into a new stage of “Fundamental is Incidental.” The

new Metaphysics supported the thoughts of “building Buddha’s image.” Besides the Chinese

* Candidate for Ph.D, National Tshing Hua University, Department of Chinese Literature.
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theory of interaction between spirit and substance (“fH¥7JE(%"), the Buddhist concept of
Linked Cause (“pratitya”) is also connected with the above, and together showed often in the
text of Buddhist inscriptions, with the allusion to Shakya Muni’s manifestation (“pratihaya”).

Between the disputes about Buddhist inscriptions, each side was related with
Fundamental (“4%) and the Incidental (“ZK”), respectively. The Buddhist concepts like
Semblance (“pratirpaka”) and Three Ages were also linked with the Metaphysical
Fundamental-Incidental theory. But Buddhism is not a system that stresses separation.
Buddhism also said, “Appearance Body (‘nirmanakaya’) is the Truth Body (‘dharmakaya’).”
Chinese Buddhism, therefore, derived the thought of “Statue is Suchness itself.”

The beginning formulas of Buddhist inscriptions in the Northern Dynasties were in a
clear ideological vein. They were important texts for studying the interaction between
Metaphysics and Buddhism, the spread of folk Buddhism in the middle of ancient times.

Keywords: Wei Jin Southern and Northern Dynasties, B-Type Buddhist Inscriptions,
Metaphysics, Words—Meaning Discrimination, Twi-satyas
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Practicing Grandeur with Clarity and
Refinement - Exploring the essay writing
theory of Wu De-Xuan

Tsai, Mei-Hui”

Abstract

Although Wu De-Xuan had close contact with the Yanghu scholars, he was obviously
different from the Yanghu School. Instead, he became an important successor of Yao Nai of
the Tongcheng School. Therefore, Wu De-Xuan's essay theory can best reflect the
differences in literary style and ideas between the Tongcheng School and the Yanghu School
and is worth studying. Wu De-Xuan's essay theory is more inclined to the Tongcheng
School, promoting natural and simple articles of high quality rather than being rustic,
advocating "soft and tantalizing thoughts, the air of solemnity, the rhyme of the clear
euphoria, and the sound of high mountains and flowing water." He suggested "submerged
grandeur" so that “the way of writing can consist of both rigidity and flexibility." In terms of
literary creation, he proposed the theory of "clarity and refinement" to reconcile the roles of
being "clear" and "refined" to achieve "natural and ancient elegance in the clarity of the clear
air.” The theory of Wu De-Xuan is a combination of the Tongcheng School and the Yanghu
School, with new ideas as well. Thus, he is said to be good at transmitting ancient literary
methods in the Jiangqing and Daoguang periods of the Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: Wu De-Xuan, clarity, ancient elegance and simplicity, submerged grandeur,
clarity and refinement

* Associate Professor » General Course Program Center,National Taipei University of Business.
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