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An Analysis of the Various Meanings of the
Character “Ye” in Zuo Zhuan & Guo Yu

Huang, Sheng-Sung”

Abstract

The original meaning of “y¢” was “da ban” (a large piece of bamboo slip for writing).
Since it could be handwritten by writing brush, it developed to a pronoun of “shi cé”
(bamboo book); and the meaning of “xué y¢” (to study at the school) was derived from the
image of “shii c¢”. Furthermore, according to Zuo Zhuan & Guo Yu, “y¢” was the
transcript of the treaty of alliance. It was also a record of “zht hou” (the vassal), “qing” (the
high rank official) & “da fu” (the senior official) who rewarded of merits. Therefore, “y¢”
developed to the meanings of “gong y¢” (achievements) & “lu wei” (high rank officials with
good yearly salaries). Since “zhii hou”, “qing” & “da fu” got “Iu wéi”, they also had their
obligations. Hence, it developed to the meaning of “shi” (jobs). Non-aristocrats such as
“shu rén” (common people), “gong” (workers), “shang” (merchants), “zao” (government-
employed laborers), and “li” (slaves and servants) had their own jobs, and their job
descriptions were also called “y¢”, but this usage might be passed on from the “ye” of “zhi
hoéu”, “qing” & “da fia”. The “lu wei” of “zht hou”, “qing” & “da fi” could be inherited by
their sons and brothers, so “y¢” as a verb also means “to inherit”. In Zuo Zhuan, “y&” was
interpreted as “gong fu zhi y¢”; however, it was actually the “shui” (taxes) that “néng”
(farmers), “shu rén” paid for the “gud yong” (States treasuries of Monarchs), so it should be
revised to “shui zh1 y¢” (taxes paid by civilians). The “y¢” of non-aristocrats also had the
meaning of “shi”, and it might be the reason that some scholars called “shui zhi y¢” instead
of “gong fu zh1 ye”.

A ¢ A

Keywords: Zuo Zhuan, Guo Yu, “yé”, “gong yé”, “li wei”

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,National Cheng Kung University.
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“Wang Wei” and “Tao Wei” — Wei
Yingwu Discussion in the Wang
Shih-Chen’s Poetics from the Perspective of
Equal Popularity

Wang, Juen-Nung”

Abstract

All previous studies on Wang Shih-Chen’ poetics suggest that he attached the highest
importance to “Wang Wei and Meng Haoran.” Besides, relevant studies also focused on
these two scholars. However, the literature review reflects that Wei Yingwu also played an
important role in Wang Shih-Chen’s poetics. Although the academic circle in the past has
mentioned this issue, an in-depth investigation has never been performed. This study aimed
to probe into this issue and specifically demonstrate how Wang Shih-Chen thought about
Wei Yingwu.

As Wang Shih-Chen mentioned Wei Yingwu, he tended to use both “Wang Wei” and
“Tao Wei.” Apparently, the “equal popularity” of these two names is the key to
understanding how Wang Shih-Chen thought about the poems of Wei. When Wang
Shih-Chen mentioned the equal popularity of “Wang Wei,” Wei Yingwu’s quiet and distant
poetic realm became the focus of attention, and Wei was regarded as a literatus in line with
the aesthetic ideal realm of “charm.” The equal popularity of “Tao Wei” revealed the poetic
topics different from “Wang Wei”, uncovering the simple and unadorned text style of Wei
Yingwu, which resembles Lessons from the States from five masters of ancient works.

Wei Yingwu’s equal popularity was shared with two scholars. One is Wang Wei who
has the highest status in poems of ideal realm of charm, and the other is Tao Yuanming who
plays a significant role in classical poetry and has a noble personality. Wei Yingwu not only

achieved the ideal realm of “scenic poems” but also was regarded as a master with a simple

* Project Assistant Professor, General Education Center for Humanities and Social Sciences, Chang Gung
University of Science and Technology.
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charm and close to the realm of Lessons from the States.As Wei Yingwu shared equal
popularity with Wang Wei and Tao Yuanming in Wang Shih-Chen’s poetics, this
phenomenon deserves attention. In the past, poetic critics usually used “Wang Wei” or “Tao
Wei” in their criticism. However, Wang Shih-Chen used both “Wang Wei” and “Tao Wei”

to show his insights into poetics.

Keywords: Wang Shih-Chen; Wei Yingwu; Wang Wei; Tao Wei; equal popularity
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A woman’s identity and observations ---
“crying verse” in kua-a-hi theatre and the
young women’s roles of Liao Qiongzhi

Yang, Fu-Ling®

Abstract

After Taiwanese operas began playing on the inner stages of the imperial court in
China, they were able to surpass both the northern and southern operatic styles and other
traditional dramas, owing their success to the style of singing incorporated into the pieces.
There are especially many melodies that tend towards sorrowful “khau-tiau-a” or crying
verses in each of the respective tunes, captivating audience members. As to where these
crying verses originated from, many historical sources say that its relationship is inevitably
tied up with the culture of rule and assimilation during the Japanese Colonial Rule period,
which as its roots in the high-handed impacts of the Japanese colonial government. Such rule
led khau-tiau-a to appeal towards political factors.

This paper begins with a description on the time period when crying verses were first
produced. The author aims to propose a correction to the idea that crying verse arose as a
result of suppression of Taiwanese opera during the Japanese colonial period and instead
infer that the actual reason for the creation of crying verse originated from the real living
conditions of contemporary society. The author attempts to use more of the historical record
and other writings such as literary pieces to rectify and posit that the direct factors and
meaning in the production of crying verse. The author also chooses to use the example of
Taiwan’s queen of the ku-dan, Liao Qiongzhi to prove that crying verse and the Taiwanese
feminist movement are closely related to one another.

This study is divided into five chapters. The First Chapter is the “Foreword,” which
combs through all the various iterations in previous literature on the origin stories of crying

verse; Chapter Two, “A Discussion on ‘Crying Verse’s Origination from Japanese

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, University of Taipei.
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Oppression,” uses the historical record to review the origins of crying verse through the
trajectory of time; Chapter Three “The Relationship Between Actresses and the Creation of
Crying Verse,” uses contemporary Japanese novels and news articles as evidence to explain
the inseparable relationship between female stage performers and crying verse; Chapter Four
is an explanation by “Taiwan’s Queen of the Ku-dan, Liao Qiongzhi,” who discusses how
female actresses made crying verse into an important part of singing acts within Taiwanese
Opera performances, and how the character is searching for salvation and consolation
through the act of singing in crying verse. Taiwan’s queen of ku-dan singing, Liao Qiongzhi,
is especially known for explaining the special connotations of crying verse within Taiwanese
Opera’s Ku-dan performances. Chapter Five is the “Conclusion,” which summarizes the
aforementioned argumentations, and re-envisions the definitions and values of khau-tiau-a

crying verse.

Keywords: kua-a-hi, khau-tiau-d, ku-dan, Liao Qiongzhi
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On the Experience and Theme
Construction of Cai Fuli's Ocean Poems

—— Take “Blue Pasture” and “Blue Sea
Lianjiang” as examples

Huang, Hui-Feng”

Abstract

In 2005, Cai Fuli assembled 20 years of ocean poems and published the “Blue Pasture”
poem collection, and he was hailed as the successor of ocean poetry. In 2016, the book “Blue
Sea and Lianjiang: Pearls Scattered in the Estuary of the Minjiang River” was republished,
making another great achievement for ocean poetry. Rich life experience is the fertile ground
for literary creators to write. However, Cai Fuli is not a resident of Matsu and has no
experience living there. Therefore, the poetry collection “Bihai Lianjiang” for the culture of
Matsu islands does not have the advantage of life experience, so this article starts with The
difference of ocean experience, let’s explore the source of ocean experience and the creation
of ocean subject in these two books. The former starts from the writer’s standpoint and
surrounds the author’s life experience, life development and life experience; while the latter
is different due to the author’s perspective It has an altruistic pattern of writing history in
poetry, and reproduces the life, culture and spirit of the people on the islands to survive by
visiting the elderly, historical figures, and other people’s experiences in the literature. That is
to say, experience is not a complete guarantee for the quality of the work, and writing with

care can also make a good story.

Keywords: Ocean Poetry, Cai Fuli, Ma Zu, Experience, Blue Ranch

* Assiatant Professor, Literacy Center for Creative Writing and Course Development, Providence University.
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Body as a Voice: On the Humor and
Charms in the Language of Yi-jun Luo’s We

Yang, Chien-Kuo*

Abstract

The language used in Yi-jun Luo’s (1967- ) novels is somewhat magical, mysterious,
quirky, self-mockery, and humorous. Literary theorists or the author focus mainly on the
large project fabricated in Luo’s Hotel Western Xia or “Daughter.” However, his We, the
early collection of his short stories published in 2004, still leaves room for discussion. His
humorous writing style and multiple transitions of space and time, in particular, emphasize
the body depiction of the sensory experience, an issue that has always been ignored by many.
These contribute significant traces and tracks to his writings in the future. Inspired from
Merleau-Ponty’s (1908-1961) Phenomenology of Perception, the study pays attention to the
writer’s language expression, especially the corporeity of bodily perception. By so doing,
these techniques shape the multiple abyssal scenes and space of absence, arousing the
paralyzed sensory experience and the dark tunnel of heart in an attempt to achieve and create

another kind of charm of the new world.

Keywords: Yi-jun Luo, language philosophy, Merleau-Ponty, Phenomenology of

Perception, body, time

* Ph.D., Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Cheng University; Adjunct Lecturer, Center for
General Education, National Chung Cheng University.
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