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About fifteen years ago a Chinese archaeologist named WANG went into a Chinese
drug store in Peking to buy some dragon bones for medicine. Among the fragments
was a small piece on which were engraved small, delicate characters, which in some
cases closely resembled the characters on the earliest bronzes in his collection. He
inquired diligently for more and as to the district from which they came, but no
immediate information was forthcoming and he went away with his treasure
wrapped in his bosom, only examining it in secret. He was the first discoverer of the

bone fragments that have now become known as the Oracle Bones. ° >
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A Reobservation on Discovery of Oracle
Inscriptions of the Shang Dynasty

Wu, Jun-De’

Abstract

Broadly speaking, there are two versions of discovery of Oracle inscriptions of the
Shang Dynasty. One of them is that Oracle inscriptions were discovered by chance in 1899
during Wang Yirong's illness, and the other in 1898 when Wang Xiang and Meng Dingsheng
were marketed through antique dealers. Both statements are quite different from each other
in all the details of discovering process, inevitably caused controversy in the academic
community.

As far as the available datas are concerned, the previous statement seems to be more
credible, but it is not without doubt. This article focuses on this, making a comprehensive
survey on all the relevant records of discovery of Oracle inscriptions, and attempting to
integrae all of the relevant record datas. This article argues that the initial discoverer of
Oracle inscriptions is Wang Yirong indeed, but its discovery should have been in the fall of
1898, not the well-known in 1899.

Keywords: Wang Yirong, Wang Xiang, Xi Weng, oracle bone, discovery of Oracle

inscriptions

" Associate Professor,Department of Chinese Language and Literature, University of Taipei.
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An Analysis of the Characters of the
Unearthed "Cangyu Pian"
——Concurrently Discussing the Edition
Issues Derived from Jan 29 of Peking
University Han Bamboo "Cang Ji Pian"

Hsu Wen-Hsien

Abstract

"Cangyu Pian" was originally a Qin Dynasty document, but its original ancient version
has not yet been seen. In the "Cangyu Pian" unearthed so far, according to its content, it can
be divided into the Peking University and the Fuyang River. As well as more of the Bali
book masters, including Dunhuang Bamboo Slips, Juyan New and Old Bamboo Slips, and
British Tibetan Bamboo Slips, as well as the Shuiquanzi Bamboo Slips published in recent
years, may also belong to the Bali Book Masters system. The main differences between the
versions are mostly the chapter system and the glyphs. That is, in terms of the glyphs, the
proportion of the characters along the Qin Dynasty is the main basis for judging the version
attribution and the degree of revision, even those who belong to the same version system.
Alien and Alien. Therefore, this article attempts to preserve the Qin characters with very
high glyph features, such as Peking University's Han Bamboo "Cang Ji Pian" Jian 29 as an

example, to discuss the relevant interpretation of the text interpretation and version research.

Keywords: Unearthed "Cangyu articles", Peking University Han Bamboo "Cangyu

articles", retro-Qin glyphs, "Cangyu articles"

" Assistant Professor, National Taipei University of Education Department of Language and Creative Writing.
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Loyalist Mao Xiang (1611-1693) and His
Writing of Friendship — The Chant of Five
Virtuous Men As An Example

Lin, Jin-Yu'

Abstract

The study focuses on (late Ming) loyalist writer Mao Xiang (1611 - 1693), whose
literary work of “The Chant of Five Virtuous Men” (1665) reflects greatly the complexities
and inner conflicts of loyalists during the Ming-Qing transition. The chant portrays the
friendship between him and his five (elite) friends (of Qing descendant), and how the
bonding changes strikingly through periods of change. Friendship is a special ethical practice
and an intellectual action in Confucian societies. The value of friendship has been enhanced
by the late-Ming Dynasty, due to cultural movements and influence from the West. This
study argues that Mao Xiang’s putting aside his identity as a loyalist and befriending with
new elites has stranded himself in a position that is awkward and heart-wrenching. Whether
friendship can stand the test of time is still questionable, it is explicit that loyalists, so long

misplaced in history, exit from the political stage eventually..

Keywords: Mao Xiang, Friendship, Loyalist, Periods of change, The Chant of Five

Virtuous Men

* National ChengChi University Chinese Literature Ph.D. Candidate.
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The Meiji Restoration and Imagined

Culture Communities in Late-Qing
Travelers’ Journals (1868-1894)

Chang Huei-Chen’

Abstract

During the Meiji Era(1868-1912), The Empire of Japan which just finished their
preparation of “Departure from Asia for Europe” (ffiai AER) and begun to expand their
colonies internationally, had successfully taken over the East Asia suzerain power from the
hands of China, ending Japan's history of cultural inferiority against it. From the Meiji Era to
the Sino-Japan war (1868-1894), late-Qing’s intellectuals had ardently visited Japan to
explore this rising empire that shared numerous geographical and historical similarities with
themselves. This paper studies the writings of these traveling intellectuals to achieve two
objectives: firstly, by demonstrating the dynamic atmosphere under the Meiji Restoration,
this paper portrays the cultural shock and the image of “Others” in the mind of late-Qing’s
intellectuals. Secondly, this paper scrutinizes the discourse of “New Japanese Communities”
proposed by the Meiji-Government to unveil the modernization process of the traditional
Japanese society. During this period, the semantic change of the phrase “XuFu” (&) and
“Zhu Shun-Shui” (4%%7K) - the key symbol that connects China and Japan- showed how

obsolete it was to recreate such Sino-Japan communal identity.

Keywords: Late-Qings’s Travel Journals, the Meiji Restoration, Imagined mmunities,
XuFu (#&%&), Zhu Shun-Shui (5:5%7K)

" Lecturer of the Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University.
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